26                                  LECTURE I.

and positivism, as a vast system of sensational
philosophy, there is the widest possible diversity.
For I^, The most profound students and exposi-
tors of the inductive philosophy, not only admit,
but even maintain, that there are axioms of a
purely rational or a priori character, which lie at
the basis of all inductive reasoning; while posi-
tivism denies the existence of any such rational
basis. 2dZy, Inductive philosophers admit that
their method is not applicable, exactly in the
same sense, to the higher philosophical questions
generally, as it is to mere physical investigation ;
while positivism makes induction, in its very
baldest sense, the only possible method of human
research. 3dly, Inductive philosophers generally
include the sphere of internal consciousness, as
one branch to which a refined analysis on their
principles can be applied; while positivism strikes
the whole region of inward consciousness out of
the bounds of human research, and declares its
facts to be mere impalpable nonentities, on which
nothing can be built. Against the inductive
method, therefore, in its proper form, and within
its proper limits, we have no controversy; all we
have to do is to test the validity of the claim,
which positive science has put forth, to embrace
and absorb the whole circumference of human
knowledge, and, in short, to make the senses the
ultimate appeal for the final establishment of all
truth.

To perform this task satisfactorily, it were well